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RECENT CONVERTS TO THE CHURCH OF 
ROME. 


Tae Rev. Mr. Newman has at length openly pro- 
fessed the Romish creed, and entered the communion 
of the Church of Rome. Several other clergymen have 
imitated his example. It is to be hoped that many 
more, who ought long since to have quitted the es- 
tablished Church, will make the same profession, and 
that the Church of England will thus be relieved from 
the opprobrium of having her clergy disgraced, and 
her people endangered by wolves in sheep’s clothing. 
Now that the Rev. Mr. Newman has adopted a line of 
conduct, which common honesty prescribed to him 
some years since, the only feeling which we cherish 
towards him and his fellow apostates, is the most 
profound compassion. Their fall furnishes us with 
much profitable instruction ; and, if considered in its 
true light, is calculated to operate as a salutary beacon, 
whereby others may be warned against exposing them- 
selves to similar dangers, and experiencing a similar 
calamity. 

We learn from these perversions to Romish error oi 
inadequacy of an academical education, in which 
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literature and classical erudition are worshipped as _ 
golden calves, and in which scriptural and spiritual 
religion occupy only a very subordinate place, to guard — 
against a lapse into the grossest superstitions. These ~ 


secessions, from light to darkness, present to us additional 
proofs, if any were wanting; that an acquaintance with 
Demosthenes and Aischines, Homer, Virgil, Aischylus, 
Sophocles and Euripides, Herodotus and Thucydides, who 
were all of them idolators, will not protect the student 
against the adoption of the palpable idolatries of Rome, 
but rather prepare him for their reception. In point 
of fact, his classical lore, and his literary taste, incline 


him to prefer the eloquence and learning of a Chrysos- — 


tom, a Gregory Nazainzen, and a Jerome, with all their 
fanaticism and superstition, to the simple preaching of 
apostolic ministers. He thus, too, acquires a sort of 
idolatrous admiration of architecture, painting, splendid 
decoration, music, &c. whilst the pedantic habits of a 


college life inspire him with a leaning towards clerical | 


authority, and a dominion over the minds and con- 
sciences of the laity. 

The Dean of Westminster has just been elevated to 
the bishopric of Oxford. Our new bishop possesses 
learning and talents of no ordinary kind, and, what is 
far more important, as we have been informed upon 
authority, upon which we can rely, he enters upon his 
high and holy office, with a becoming sense of his own 
comparative impotence, and with a full dependence 


upon the guidance and support of the Holy Spirit. If | 


he be true to Apostolic truth, and if his conduct be 
distinguished by sound judgment, inflexibility of prin- 
ciple, firmness of purpose, prudent zeal, and episcopal 
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meekness and charity, the progress of the plague may 
be stayed in his diocese, and a race of clergy be raised 
up who shall be valiant for the truth, and boldly and 
successfully withstand the wiles and sophistries of 
Rome and her Jesuits. The University of Oxford has 
along leeway to make up, and must put forth no 
common efforts to rescue herself from the disgrace of 
having spawned this fell apostasy—the most disreputable 
that has occurred since the days of her martyrs. There 
must have been something rotten in the Oxford system, 
which at once produced so many great scholars, and 
such lax Christians. Sir James Graham, who in the 
House of Commons warned Protestant members to 
take care, lest whilst they assailed the Romish system, 
they should destroy their own hope, was an Oxford 
man. Lord Stanley, who has given such encourage- 
ment to the Church of Rome in the Colonies, was 
educated at Oxford. Sir Robert Peel, who has at- 
tempted to seduce Irish Protestants into the sin of 
endowing the Romish priesthood, was a first class 
Oxonian. The Rey. Mr. Newman, &c. are Oxford men 
—we trust that the University of Oxford will regain 
her former reputation by a zealous defence of the truth, 
and by placing her system of education upon the firm 
basis of Apostolic and Evangelical Christianity, and 
that this motto henceforth be indelibly inscribed upon 
her banners,—‘‘ No peace with Rome.” 

From the lamentable fall of Mr. Newman, Protestants 
may learn the peril of deserting the Bible for tradition ; 
of substituting the writings of the Nicene fathers for 
those of the Apostles; of looking to the infallible 
teaching of the voice of Church antiquity, instead of 
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the teaching of the Holy Spirit; of preferring the 
paltry decorations of human art and genius to the 
transcendant glory of the heavenly Jerusalem ; of 
looking to priestly mediators on earth, instead of de- 
pending solely on Jesus, the one mediator and high- 
priest ; and of thinking more of the clergy,.that is, of 
the ministers of their Church, miscalled the Church, 
than of the Lord of the Church, who is the Lord of the 
heart of every true Christian. In proportion, as be- 
lievers behold with the eye of faith, the glories which 
are within the inner veil in the heavens, and the beauty 
and glory of the great high-priest of the Church, who 
is seated on the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
and the efficacy of the blood and merits of the Lamb 
of God, who by his one sacrifice, hath for ever perfected 
them that are sanctified, they will disregard as pitiful 
and contemptible all the tinsel grandeur and splendour 
of the cathedrals, and altars, and paintings, and statuary, 


and embroidered vestments, and gorgeous pageantry 
of adulterous Rome. 


IMPORTANT REFORMATION MEETINGS. 


_A-series of the most interesting and useful mis- 
sionary meetings of the Society has just been held, in 
the West of England, where Tractarianism, Popery, and 
Socinianism seem to be in the ascendant. These meet- 
ings have been a pecuniary loss to the Committee, as 
the expense of rooms and printing alone exceeded the 
collections; but in promoting the cause of spiritual 
religion, and in depressing the power and unmasking 
the pretensions of Romanism, it is doubtful if so effee- 
tive and successful labours have at any time occurred 
in the previous history of the Society. 
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After holding two crowded meetings at Bristol, over 
which the rector of St. Werburgh presided, surrounded 
by nearly all the parochial clergy of Bristol, and which 
have terminated in the organization of a Local Opera- 
tive Auxiliary; the deputation, composed of the Rev. 
Dr. Cumming, and the Rev. R. B. Blakeney, the 
Secretary, proceeded to Bridgewater. At the hour 
appointed for the meeting, the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Cavan took the chair. A large proportion of 
. theaudience consisted of Sociniansand Roman Catholics, 
and not a few Protestants intending to follow the Rev. 
Mr. Capes into the Church of Rome. The general feeling 
was that of hostility to the principles and objects of the 
deputation; and the Socinian minister was so sure of this 
that he promised the two members of the deputation a 
unanimous vote of censure from the meeting. After Mr. 
Blakeney had addressed the audience, the Chairman called 
on Dr. Cumming, who, as stated by the local newspapers, 
‘addressed the audience nearly two hours in the most 
impressive, powerful, and affectionate manner ; reply- 
ing the one minute to the objections of the Socinian 
minister, the next to those of the Romish priest; using 
in every reply the most conclusive reasoning, couched 
in the most conciliatory and affectionate terms, till at 
length both the priest and the Socinian minister were 
silenced.” They both promised, however, to meet him 
next day at Taunton. The remarkable result was, that 
the Socinians and Romanists in the body of the meeting 
were completely carried by the speaker. 

One local newspaper gives the following account : — 

‘Present on the platform—LEarl Cavan in the Chair ; 
Rev. J. W. Middleton, Broomfield; Rev. R. Davis, 
Cannington; Rey. R. P. Blakeney, M.A. Nottingham, 
and secretary of the Reformation Society ; Rev. John 
Cumming, D.D., of London ; ¥. Axford, Esq. and the 
Revds. Mr. Ellingworth and Fanning (priests). _Pre- 
sent in the room—Countess Cavan and family, Hon. 
Mr. Lambert, Rev. R. Montgomery, Rev. Mr. Carpen- 
ter, Rev. Mr. Trend, Rev. Mr. Bishop, Rev. Mr. Driver; 
H. Ford, R. Ford, J. Browne, W. Browne. G. Browne, 
R. Bagshot, J. C. Parker, J. Trevor, H. Lovibond, J. 
G. Toogood, R. Jolliffe Colthurst, 8. Pain, G. Pain, 
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Esqrs. ; Messrs. Baker, Fuller, Tiver, Nicholls, Dean, 
Knight, Davis, Down, Murch, Jones, and many other 
gentry of the town and neighbourhood. The room was 
crowded to suffocation ; there was supposed to be about 
800 or 900 present. 

The meeting was opened by prayer; the Chairman 
stating the objects of the meeting in an appropriate 
speech, followed by the Rev. R. P. Blakeney, who com- 
menced in a very charitable strain. 

«« The Rev. Dr. Cumming then addressed the meeting ~ 
about one hour and three quarters in the most impres- 
sive, and, to the Romanists, affectionate manner; but 
was frequently interrupted by the Rev. R. Montgomery, 
Socinian minister of Taunton, and the Rev. Jacob 
Ellingworth and the Rev. Mr. Fanning, Romish priests. 
After he had done, the Rev. Jacob Ellingworth, the 
priest, in a very intemperate manner, attacked Dr. 
Cumming, but did not venture to controvert any of 
the arguments that had been advanced. 

“Dr. Cumming replied; and, although he had been 
intemperately and fiercely assailed by the Romish 
priest, he replied only to the priest’s objections, and in 
the kindest and most perfect spirit of love, entreated, 
prayed, and in the most solemn and impressive manner 
implored his deceived and erring fellow-creatures to 
turn from sin and soul-ruining superstition, to the 
blessed Gospel. 

‘* This meeting requires that some observations should 
be made upon it. In) the outset there was a strong 
prejudice against the meeting being held, as it was 
thought the public ought not to be interfered with in 
their religious views. There was a feeling in favour of 
the Catholics in consequence; but the arguments of 
Dr. Cumming were so conclusive, that those who were 
before wavering saw their error, and are more decided 
Protestants than ever. In fact, the meeting may be 
put down as a triumphant one.” 

We have heard since from the noble Chairman, and 
from several local residents, that the effects of these 
meetings, among Mr. Capes’ late congregation, have 
been most powerful; and there is a universal request 
for Dr. Cumming to return and complete what has been 
so auspiciously begun. 
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The following is an extract from a letter of the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Cavan :—‘‘ You will, I am 
sure, be glad to hear your exertions at Bridgewater in 
the cause of truth have not been unavailing. We have 
heard from Mr. Axford that the faith of many has been 
strengthened ; and a carpenter, who had been allured 
to join the Papists at Cannington, thinking, as he said, 
that there was no great difference between the two 
religions, and that both met at the end, declares that 
nothing will tempt him there again; he is now much 
impressed with the truth. The many that could not 
obtain admission in the school-room, think themselves 
hardly used, and call loudly for your revisit to Bridge- 
water, when a larger room must be found.” 

‘© If Mr. Capes should return to the Church, as is 
reported, it will be, I am afraid, a fresh snare only to 
the ignorant, as, amongst some of the better, and 
higher classes, Romanism in this neighbourhood, 
reigns in disguise, and seems to raise an impenetrable 
barrier to vital spirituality of mind.” —A correspondent. 


= 


TAUNTON MEETINGS. 


After visiting Bridgewater, the same Deputation pro- 
ceeded to Taunton. The following is abrief sketch ofare- 
port of the meetings from the Somerset County Herald :— 

“On Thursdaytwo meetings were held at the Assembly 
Rooms, in this town, of the friends and supporters of 
the above Society, ‘for the purpose of advocating its 
claims, and giving information on the Roman Catholic 
Controversy.” ‘The first meeting commenced shortly 
after twelve o’clock, and was attended by a numerous 
auditory. 

“The Rev. Witt1AM WriGut presided, and opened 
the proceedings by offering up prayer. He said that 
he most sincerely wished that it had devolved on some 
one else to have occupied the position in which he was 
placed ; still he had the satisfaction to know that the 
duty of placing before them the objects of the meeting 
would rest upon the gentlemen forming the deputation. 
The principles of the British Society were founded on 
Christian love, and they did not see that there was any- 
thing inconsistent with this love in exposing and de- 
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nouncing error wherever it was found. They had.no 
desire to excite strife and ill-will, but they felt it their 
duty to expose error and to enforce truth. In the 
present day the spirit of indifference had given way to 
the spirit of inquiry, and the more truth was examined 
the more would it prevail. 

«Mr. H. J. Lereu said, he wished to ask the question, 
as a Protestant, whether all parties would be allowed 
to give expression to their opinions at the meeting? 

“The Rey. J. Cummine, one of the Deputa- 
tion, said, that it had been ruled, at the meeting last 
night at Bridgewater that any Catholic present, or any 
one selected by that body should be allowed to address 
the audience for half an hour, but that no others could 
be heard. The society had only to deal with the 
Roman Catholics, and he saw a priest of that religion 
present. He liked to see the priests upon the plat- 
form. This was not a political society, and they had 
had nothing to do with any political question. The 
society had to deal with a great spiritual question, and 
was a religious and missionary institution. 

“Mr. Leieu said that Protestants were interested in 
the question as much as Catholics. 

‘*The CHAIRMAN repeated that they had only to 
deal with Roman Catholic errors, and could not allow 
persons to address the meeting who had not an autho- 
rity from the members of that church. The society 
had nothing to do with any differences among Protes- 
tants themselves. 

‘Mr. Leiau, who professed to be a member of the 
Church of England, but advocated Transubstantiation, 
and praised the Church of Rome, said, amid loud calls 
of order, that he himself was prepared to defend the 
Roman Catholics on this occasion; he would do it as 
the friend of religious liberty. 

“The Rev. Dr. Cummine said, that the society repu- 
diated all considerations, except spiritual and eternal 
interests. He hoped the gentlemen would evidence his 
respect for civil and religious rights by giving them the 
liberty of proceeding (a laugh). 

«The Rev. R. P. BLAKENEY, secretary to the society, 
then proceeded to address the meeting. In the course 
of two meetings they found it impossible to bring for- 


IMPORTANT REFORMATION MEETINGS. 253 


ward all the errors of the Romish Church, and must 
therefore confine themselves to some of the most pro- 
minent. Toillustrate the doctrine of invocation of saints 
and angels, the rev. gentlemen adduced the creed of 
Pope Pius, and from a Roman Catholic book which he 
held in his hand, he quoted the following explanation 
of the rosary: —‘“‘ The rosary consists of fifteen ‘Our 
Fathers,’ and of one hundred and fifty ‘Hail Maries.’ 
The fifteen ‘ Our Fathers,’ answer to the fifteen gradual 
psalms of David’s psalter. The one hundred and fifty 
‘ Hail Maries,’ correspond with the hundred and fifty 
psalms of the same psalter; and hence the rosary is 
sometimes called the psalter of the blessed Virgin Mary. 
The whole rosary is divided into fifteen divisions, each 
division consisting of one ‘Our Father,’ ten ‘Hail 
Maries,’ and one ‘ Glory be tothe Father.” Thus, said 
Mr. Blakeney, for one prayer offered to God, there are 
ten presented to the Virgin Mary. She was addressed 
as Holy Mary, Holy Mother, Ark of the Covenant, the 
Gate of Heaven, the Morning Star, the Refuge of Sin- 
ners, and the Health of the Weak, and in those characters 
was prayed to. Another error which the Church of 
Rome taught, was, that the bread and wine were con- 
verted into the body and blood, the soul and divinity 
of Christ. In support of this assertion, the Rev. gen- 
tleman here quoted the Canons of the Council of Trent, 
and said that when the host was held up it was declared 
to be the very bones and sinews of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the people fell down and gave adoration— 
the Rev.gentleman here exhibited the consecrated host— 
which the Roman Catholic priest, Mr. Fanning, seemed 
inclined to dispute as being the consecrated host, and 
Mr. Leigh immediately rose, and said he was prepared 
to prove that there was something of transubstantiation 
in the Church of England itself. 

«* The Rev. Gentleman refuted this, by reading from 
the rubric, at the close of the communion service, words 
to the effect that no adoration ought to be paid to the 
sacramental bread and wine, for that they still remained 
in their natural substances. 

“Mr. Leieu said he referred to the church cate- 
chism, which said, that the body and blood of Christ 

N2-# 
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were “verily and indeed taken and received in the 
Lord’s Supper.” 

“ The Rev. Speaker said that it was evident that the 
passage did not teach the corporeal presence, because, 
it said that the body and blood of Christ, were received 
“by the faithful,’ but if he were corporeally present, 
they would be received by the unfaithful as well as by 
the faithful. 

“The Rev. J. Jackson, Baptist Minister, here rose 
up, and said that he had as strong feelings in favour of 
Protestantism, as the gentlemen onthe platform and he © 
wished to know from them whether a clergyman of the 
Church of England was allowed to omit that part of 
the burial service which spoke of ‘‘ the sure and certain 
hope” in favour of the deceased ? 

“ The Rey. Dr. Cummine said, that they did not 
appear there as champions of the Church of England, 
exclusively, and he rather thought that the Roman Ca- 
tholic priest would shrink from the assistance which 
was volunteered him. 

««The Rey. CoarrMAN said that the deputation were 
not there as members of the Church of England.—Dr. 
Cumming was himself a member of the Church of 
Scotland. 

«Mr. Jackson made an ineffectual attempt to ad- — 
dress the meeting, but his voice was drowned in the calls 
for order. 

‘«Mr, BuaKeney concluded an able and interesting 
speech, on the great importance of the question at issue. 

** The Rey. Dr. Cummi1ne next addressed the meeting 
in a speech of thrilling eloquence. He said he wished 
to explain, in simple language, the Constitution of their 
Society. In the first place, it was an open society; one 

_minister of the Baptist body, Mr. Winslow, had advo- 
cated it on the platform. It appeared, however, that 
in the town of Taunton, there was a Baptist minister 
whose principles were so bigotted and exclusive that he - 
would not co-operate with either English or Scottish 
Church, in opposition to Roman Catholicism; and so 
anxious did he seem to be for the safety or success of 
the Church of Rome, that he would shield her at Taun- 

ton, while he assailed the Church of England. For his 
part he loved the Church of England, and he could 
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pray for it in the same language as he prayed for his 
own Church, esto perpetua, for he believed that the one 
would suffer with the other. He felt that all Christians. 
should merge their minor differences in a vigorous and 
heartfelt opposition to the dissemination of the errors 
of Roman Catholicism, The deputation had not come 
there to advocate Whig, Tory, or Radical principles— 
they were there to shew Protestants new reasons for 
their faith, and for resisting the efforts of the Church of 
Rome to make them proselytes. The Roman Catholic 
Church, in this country, was called the Roman Catholic 
Mission, its very object being proselytism; and it was 
the object of the society he represented, to arm Protes- 
tants with reasons for resisting its proselytism. In 
this free land were the Baptists to throw their weight 
into the scale against their efforts to disseminate truth 
and expose error? He deplored the spectacle exhibited 
by Mr. Jackson. The society he represented, whilst 
they abhorred Romanism, clung tenaciously to Protes- 
tantism—its name was a name to live by, and its prin- 
ciples were principles to die by. The Roman Catholic 
Religion was growing in this country. On a late occa- 
sion, Dr. Wiseman, a Roman Catholic Bishop, declared 
that in the last six years there had been fifty-four Roman 
Catholic Churches built in England, twenty-eight reli- 
gious houses or Convents erected, and that sixteen 
clergymen of the Church of England had gone over to 
the Romish Church. They boasted also of having dis- 
tributed over the country several millions of tracts— 
tracts which he had seen, and which contained the 
strongest denunciations of Protestantism. It was 
facts like these that convinced him that this was the 
hour of danger—the moment of crisis. He did not 
interfere with the civil rights of the Roman Catholics— 
let them meet in their Chapels and distribute their 
tracts. But if he were to hold a meeting of this de- 
scription in Rome, he should in a very few minutes 
find himself within the walls of a prison. Were he to 
distribute in its streets the publications of the Religious 
Tract Society, the hands of the police would be imme- 
diately upon him. The liberty conceded by the Roman 
Catholics was of an Irish description—it was the liberty 
to do precisely what they bid you to do. ‘The present 
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Pope described liberty of conscience as a pestilential 
error, and spoke of the liberty of the press as a matter 
ever to be destroyed. 

‘«That society courted discussion from the Roman 
Catholics, but they did not desire to promote dis- 
cussion between Protestant and Protestant. He could 
assure the meeting that the Roman Catholics, from the 
Earl of Shrewsbury down to the humblest Irish 
peasant, were all missionaries of their religion—he 
wished the same could have been said of the Protes- 
tants. He believed that the Roman Catholic priest 
who was present was sincere in his profession, but at 
the same time he believed him to be woefully mistaken. 
He (the Rey. Doctor) might differ from his Baptist 
brother, but he did not differ from him in essen- 
tials; whilst with regard to himself and the Roman 
Catholic priest, one or the other was fatally wrong. 
The creed of Pope Pius set forth that out of the Romish 
Church no man could be saved. 

‘* Mr. Fannina, the Roman Catholic priest, was then 
invited to address the meeting. Having ascended the 
platform he said he did not come there to enter upon a 
discussion of the truth or the falsehood of his opinions 
—that was not a tribunal before which he was inclined 
to lay his case. He came there because he had seen 
handbills in which it was stated that the principles of 
the Reformation were to be discussed. But upon that 
subject the speakers had not touched—they had occu- 
pied the time in taking him to pieces. He could tell 
the Protestants assembled that it was contrary to the 
doctrine of the Catholic Church to call them heretics. 
The Catholic Church called those only heretics who were 
obstinately holding principles of religion which they 
knew to be wrong. Dr. Cumming attended there to 
defend the Church of England whilst he was himself a 
schismatic in the estimation of that Church. With re- 
ference to the respect paid to the Virgin, it should be 
recollected that the angel Gabriel shewed respect to her, 
and inspired by the Holy Ghost she said, Henceforth all 
nations shall call me blessed. He was now told that 
he was not to call her blessed, and he could tell the 
reverend speaker, that if he belonged to the Catholic 
Church he would report him to his superiors if he placed 
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the Virgin over the Son. He held that the Bible did not 
contain all the Scriptures, and they were directed to hold 
the traditions which they had received. With respect 
to transubstantiation, the Rev. gentleman believed that 
he did not find it in the Bible, whilst he (the speaker) 
on the contrary believed that he did find it in the Bible. 
He hoped that not the slightest feelings of animosity 
would be excited there, and that they would not judge 
those who had not judged them. 

*«The Rev. Dr. Cummriné then rose to reply. He said 
that at that late hour of the meeting he should not be 
expected to reply in detail to the observations of his 
Rey. friend. He had been told, that in his speech, he 
had not touched on the principles of the Reformation, 
but the meeting would recollect that he had shewn what 
those principles were, and that the Roman view was a 
caricature of Bible religion. He would refresh the 
memory of his Rev. friend as to what heretics were, by 
reference to his own catechism ; he would shew him that 
when he wished to conciliate the Protestants present, he 
contradicted the principles of his church. In answer to 
the question of what heresy is, it is statedin the Roman 
catechism, that it was an obstinate adherence to error 
in opposition to the doctrine as taught by the church, 
and that in this country they associated with heretics by 
going to those churches which were established by law. 
He thus convicted his Rev. opponent of obvious dissi- 
mulation, and would remind him of the expediency of 
trying this policy only where there were none to expose 
it. He had been told that he was a schismatic in the 
opinion of the Church of England, but it so happened 
that in the canons of that church, they were calledupon to 
pray for the sister Church of Scotland, and until a par- 
ticular Act of Parliament was passed, the ministers of the 
Church of Scotland were permitted to preach in the 
pulpits of the Enghsh Church. And the canon which 
Mr. Fanning had quoted, calls those schismatics who 
erect churches without the Queen’s authority. Now, 
as a clergyman of the Established Church of Scotland, 
he enjoyed her Majesty’s sanction, and was therefore 
not touched by the canon, and, lastly, the canon was 
neither signed by any clergyman, nor in force in the 
nineteenth century. ; 
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“The worship of the Virgin Mary had been defended 
upon the words, ‘‘blessed art thou among women.” But 
in the Bible they meet with the passages, Blessed are the 
pure in heart, Blessed are the peacemakers; and yet 
worship was not claimed for the pure in heart, or for 
the peacemakers. The Virgin was said to be blessed 
amongst women, but of Jael it was declared that she 
was blessed ‘ above’? women, and yet worship was not 
claimed for her. It had been argued that part of the 
scriptures had been lost—if that were the case, how 
happened it that the Roman Catholic church, who 
pretended to be their guardian, kept them in such 
careless and negligent custody. Was she not a sleepy 
and faithless keeper? But not a single book was lost, 
and he shallength his opponent to prove it; all that was 
said, is not written, but all that infinite wisdom deemed 
expedient and necessary, is. It was declared at the close 
of St. John’s Gospel, that if all had been written, the 
world would not hold the books; but, said the same 
writer, referring to what had been recorded, ‘‘ These 
are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might 
have life through his name,” implying that there was 
sufficient for salvation in that single Gospel, and still 
more in the whole Bible.” 


EveninG MEETING. 


“The Rev. Wittram Wrieurt, having taken the 
Chair, briefly explained the object of the meeting, and 
stated that it had been jarranged that Dr. Cumming 
should speak for half an hour, and that Mr. Fanning 
should be allowed the same space of time for reply. 

“Dr. Cummrine rose amid loud applause and said — 
It was impossible for him then to enter into all the 
charges which they were prepared to make and to 
sustain against the Church of Rome. In the morning 
he had alluded to several, and now, in order to concen- © 
trate attention, he should restrict himself to one point 
—‘The invocation of saints.” His friend Mr. 
Blakeney had already proved that the Church of Rome 
raised the Virgin Mary to a level with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but he was prepared to go further, and to con-~ 
tend that that Church made the Virgin to supersede the 
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Lord Jesus altogether. In support of this assertion 
the learned Doctor quoted several passages from works 
of high authority in the Church of Rome. ‘I hold jn 
my hand, said Dr. Cumming, a book which I have been 
in search of for years, the Psalter of St. Bonaventure. 
Now I will tell you what my Roman Catholic friend 
opposite will say,—”’ 

“ Mr. Fannrne.—Leave that to me. 

“Dr. Cummine.—Well then, my friend will not say, 
but others of his Church do say, that this Psalter was 
not written by St. Bonaventure, Whether this be so or 
not, it is at this moment one of the most popular books 
of devotion in the Romish Church. Such indeed is the 
popularity of this book, that it has gone through ten 
editions in the course of nine years, under the imme- 
diate sanction of the Papal authorities ; and one would 
imagine, that the nearer you approach the source of a 
stream the purer you will find it. The peculiarity of 
this Psalter, the Rev. Dr. described as the substitution 
throughout, of the name of Mary for that of God, in the 
book of Psalms. Thus, in the ninety-fifth Psalm :— 
“‘O come let us sing unto our Lady: let us heartily 
rejoice in Mary our Queen, who brings us salvation ;’’ 
and so throughout the entire Psalter. Similar changes 
had been made by St. Bonaventure in the Te Deum, 
which although not a hymn contained in the Scrip- 
tures, was strictly scriptural in its sentiments. Asa 
specimen of the alterations made in this hymn by the 
saint, he quoted the following sentences :— ‘‘ We praise 
thee as the Mother of God, we confess thee Mary, the 
Virgin. All the earth doth worship thee, the spouse of 
the Eternal Father.’ Now, said the Rev. Doctor, the 
charge I bring against such sentiments is, that they are 
blasphemous and idolatrous, and yet held and main- 
tained bythe highest authorities in the Church of 
Rome. As a further specimen of the worship given to 
the Virgin Mary, the speaker preduced an illuminated 
card, which he had himself purchased on the continent. 
It was written in French, and was, in fact, the Lord’s 
Prayer, so altered as to be addressed to the Virgin 
Mary. Having read it first in French, he gave the 
following translation: —‘‘ To Mary.—Our Mother who 
art in Heaven ; hallowed be thy name. Let thy love 
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come to all our hearts ; let thy will be done on earth 
asin Heaven. Give us this day grace and merey; give 
us the pardon of our sins, as we hope for thy unbounded 
goodness. Let us not sink under temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.—Amen.’”’ He called then upon 
his reverend friend opposite, either to admit or disprove 
what he had now asserted. Ifhe could not disprove it, 
then the Church of Rome stands identified with, and 
responsible for, all this idolatry. He held in his hand 
several Roman Catholic Catechisms, in which a very 
small portion of the second commandment was incorpo- 
rated with the first, and all the rest was omitted, 
leaving in the decalogue a most manifest gap. The 
Church of Rome, in fact, was obliged either to raise her 
own worship to the height of God’s Word, or to bring 
down God’s Word to the level of her own idolatry. In 
an evil hour she chose the latter alternative. God’s 
Word was superseded for man’s tradition; and he put it 
to the meeting whether a part of God’s Word should 
thus be designedly left out to support man’s corruption 
of God’s worship. The learned Doctor concluded an 
eloquent address, a mere idea of which is all we have 
given, by insisting that Mr. Fanning should rigidly 
confine himself to the charges he had made, and re- 
sumed his seat amid loud applause. 

© The CuarrMan said he need notask a fair and im- 
partial hearing on behalf of Mr. Fanning, for he felt 
quite certain that, apart from any request of his, they 
were prepared to perform this act of justice. 

“The Rev. Mr. Fanning then came forward and said: 
—Before alluding to any /particulars referred to by Dr. 
Cumming, he would beg leave to remove an impression 
which might exist in some of their minds that he 
appeared among them for the purpose of discussion. 
Hestoid them in the morning that he did not intend to 
lay any article of the Catholic faith before such a 
tmbunal. All he asked for was liberty of conscience— 
a free exercise of those reasoning faculties which God 
had given him. He would also ask, what was the object 
of the deputation in coming to this town? It was 
alleged that they came to promote the principles of the 
Reformation, and to bring others to the light and 
liberty of the Gospel. He had demanded an explanation 
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of these principles, but not the slightest allusion had 
been made to them. Does Dr. Cumming wish me to 
go into his principles without letting me know what 
they are? He makes me place the Virgin Mary above 
the second person in the blessed Trinity. But if I 
think proper to pay respect to the Son by shewing an 
inferior respect to the Mother, have I not a right to do 
so? Have I not a principle of my own, and do I not 
hear the angel sent from heaven saying to Mary,— 
“Blessed art thou among women.” At the meeting 
held at Bridgewater, Dr. Cumming went so far as to say 
that I am not a Christian. Can anything tend more to 
infallibility than this statement? The next thing Dr. 
Cumming calls your attention to, is the alleged writing of 
St. Bonaventure. He says it is a book recommended 
by the Pope. Ifit is, I never saw it until last night, 
and I do not believe it is rightly attributed to that 
Saint, for it is idolatrous. The first reformer, Luther, 
placed St. Bonaventure in heaven, and our visitors here 
put him down as an idolator. Mr. Fanning then 
stated, that in the Prayer Book of the Church of 
England, there are two festivals called by the name of the 
Virgin Mary, and a Protestant Bishop and a Prebendary 
of Winchester agreed with the invocation of saints. 
‘Luther himself, in defence of the Augsburg confes- 
sion, drew the inference from passages of Scripture that 
the saints in heaven do pray for us. He might quote 
several other authorities on the same subject, but it was 
not his intention to enter into discussion. He hoped, 
however, that none of the assembly would leave the 
room with the impression that he was to be trammelled. 
He thought that if Dr. Cumming was to be his Pope, he 
would be more stringent and coercive than ever Pope 
had been yet. With respect to the Doctor’s delusion as 
to the commandments, he would remind the assembly 
that in the book of Exodus no number was affixed to 
them. Why, the first commandment in the Roman 
Catholic Catechism forbad him or any other Catholic to 
worship an image as a God, but it did not forbid him to 
keep an image in his house. The crucifix takes the 
imagination to Mount Calvary, and the Catholic looking 
at it beholds how his divine Redeemer suffered. If they 
wanted to learn the doctrines of the Catholic faith, they 
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should not go to him who had come there for the pur- 
pose of exposing them. He trusted they would not con- 
demn him on the ipse dizit of another, but he would 
ask them to judge fairly between both parties, weighing 
every assertion that might be made, but not considering 
the Doctor as infallible. 

“Dr. CumminG rose to reply. He felt quite sure that 
there was no one but would feel satisfied with the man- 
ner in which his reverend friend had addressed them. 
If the cause of the Church of Rome should that evening 
suffer, it would not be through any want of ability on 
the part of its advocate. He was surprised, however, 
to find a priest of the Church of Rome so earnest an 
advocate of liberty of conscience; knowing that cen- 
tury after century, it has been denounced and hunted 
out of his church; and also, at seeing a Socinian minister 
and the said priest united against Christianity on this 
ground. Why, said the rev. Dr., it is as the defender 
of the sacred rights of conscience, and the incumbent 
duty of each to search the Scriptures for himself, that 
I appear before you to night. This is my cause. 

‘The Rev. R. MontGomERyY; and if he does not come 
to the conclusion you wish,—damnation—(oh ! oh!) 

“Dr. CumM1NG continued—I was perfectly astonished 
at the statements of my Roman Catholic friend, oppo- 
site as they are to those of his Pope. I expect he will 
be placed under penance. I am alarmed for the safety 
of Mr. Fanning, when he says one thing and the Pope 
another, but the priest himself will surely compliment 
me if I believe the Pope in preference tohim. He (Dr. 
Cumming) had read to them in the morning, an extract 
from an encyclical letter issued by the Pope in 1832, 
and read by all Roman Catholic priests in their chapels. 
His reverend friend appeared to have forgotten it. He 
would, therefore, readitagain. (In this extract liberty 
of conscience was very strongly condemned by the Pope, 
as a “most pestilential error.”’) What, now, am I to 
do? Am I to place the priest against the Pope, and 
the Pope against the priest ? Am I to believe that liberty 
of conscience is the precious boon Mr. Fanning would 
represent it, or the pestilential error as denounced by 
the Pope? Which is right? (a voice from behind the 
speaker, “Mr. Fanning.”) Behold then, in my Rev. 
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opponent, not the priest of Taunton, but his Holiness ! 
o is prepared to kiss his toe? where also is Mr. Fan- 
ning driving the unity of the Church of Rome? 
Here are the Pope and priest far more seriously at issue 
than J and the Baptist minister. Then my friend tells 
you that he has not come here for discussion, and does 
not intend to enter into discussion, but he immediately 
sets about doing that which he declares he will not do. 
Is this a venial or a mortal sin? He (the speaker) was 
struck at seeing the Unitarian minister and the great 
propounder of the Roman Catholic faith, whose creeds 
were so completely opposed, standing side by side upon 
that platform, the one cheering the sentiments of the 
other, in most delightful brotherhood. He would knock 
the one against the other before he had done, and shew 
God’s word condemning the awful heresies of both. His 
reverend friend also said that Bonaventure was idola- 
trous, yet once every year according to the Missal of his 
Church, he prays to be instructed in the doctrine of that 
saint, and to be enabled to imitate his example. His 
church canonized him, and Mr. Fanning himself in his 
missal treats him as a saint and a teacher, and yet now, 
when he has to conciliate a Protestant audience, he calls 
him no Catholic— 
**Mr. Fannrne.—Luther said he was a saint. I did 
not say so. " 
“Dr. Cummine.—Luther! He is not my Pope. My 
reverend friend is so accustomed to look to a Pope that 
he thinks I must have a Pope too. Luther is no autho- 
rity in the Church of Rome. His friend had again 
brought forward the passages relative to the Virgin Mary, — 
which he had quoted in the morning, and repeated the 
argument based upon them, which had then been fully 
answered, Protestants did not disrespect the Virgin. 
They esteemed her highly honoured in being the mother 
of our Lord’s humanity; they also said, “Blessed art 
thou among women,”’ but they did not therefore adore 
her, just as they did not adore the “ pure in heart,” or 
the ‘‘ peacemakers,” who were also declared by the Holy 
Ghost to be blessed; or Jacl, the wife of Heber the 
Kenite, with regard to whom a stronger expression was 
used than that applied to Mary, for she was declared to 
be blessed ABove women. He was sure that if the 
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Virgin Mary could come down from heaven, she would 
weep in tears of blood over the horrid idolatry offered 
to her, of which he had already given specimens. When 
at the marriage in Cana they wanted wine, what did 
Mary say to the servants concerning Jesus? ‘* Whatso- 
ever he saith unto you, doit.” Now that is what he 
would say to the meeting :—Do not attend to the blessed 
Virgin Mary, but listen to Jesus,—hear the word of 
God and do it. Mr. Fanning said there were festivals 
in the Church of England called by her name. There 
are churches and chapels, too, he might have added, and 
a term also called Ladyday,—but this is not worship. 
My charge is, that in Romish books of devotion, the 
name of Mary supersedes that of Jesus. Mr. Fanning 
had spoken of the faults of Luther. He was brought 
up in the Church of Rome. While we respect him for 
the truths which, as a Reformer, he so boldly maintained, 
we deplore the errors, learnt in the Romish Church, 
which still adhered to him after he had left her com- 
munion. He (Dr. C.) did not wish that assembly to 
judge of truth by the name or character of its advocate, 
but by the word of God. Perish all names! ‘To the 
law and to the testimony ; if they speak not according 
to this word, it is because there is no light in them.”— 

Dr, Cumming’s half hour having now expired, the 
Chairman asked Mr. Fanning if he wished again to 
reply. That gentleman said he did not, and Dr. 
Cumming therefore was allowed to proceed. 

“ Dr. Cumm1nG resumed—His reverend friend had 
also alluded to a Saint of his Church called Thomas 
Aquinas. He would teil them a little about this Saint. 
The speaker then read from the writings of Thomas 
Aquinas a paragraph in which that saint taught that all 
heretics should be exiled, imprisoned, or put to death, 
and their goods confiscated. He (Dr. Cumming) abo- 
minated persecution in every form. 

“ Mr, Fanninc—So do I, 

* Dr.Cumminc—Did I not tell you that Mr. Fanning 
was gradually melting under the blaze of Protestant 
Christianity, and becoming a Protestant? But let me 
tell you what my friend does, when he is not before a 
Protestant audience. On the 7th of March last, Mr. 
Fanning prayed, and if he be spared, as I hope he will, 
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till the 7th of next March, he will again pray, that he 
may be instructed in the doctrine of this said Thomas 
Aquinas, and be enabled to imitate his example. Before 
you, he disavows the teaching of this Saint, but in his 
own chapel he prays that he may learn what he taught, 
and practise what he performed. Now he would put it 
to the meeting, whether the doctrine of Thomas Aquinas, 
which he had read to them, and in which every Catholic 
prayed to be instructed, was not abominable? What 
says his Socinian fellow-labourer to this? Are they 
brethren still? Let his friends, who live in glass 
houses, be extremely careful how they throw stones. 
Many a good Protestant stone was now rattling through’ 
the glass, and hitting some reverend priest pretty hard, 
and he hoped the only harm they would do him would 
be to knock the Popish errors out of him. 

‘* Mr. Fannine—The 12th canon of the Church of 
England excommunicates Dissenters. 

“ The Rev. J. Jackson—Are you prepared, Dr. Cum- 
ming, to give to every sect full liberty of conscience ? 

Dr. CummincG—This is just what I am contending 
for. Mr. Fanning is losing friends. His Socinian 
defender looks oddly upon him, and Mr. Jackson, my 
Baptist friend, begins to shoot off at a tangent; and 
Mr. Fanning has already stoutly contradicted the Pope. 
The horizon is brightening. In his travels, in connec- 
tion with this Society, he had met with Independents 
and Wesleyans, who had been willing to merge their 
little differences, and to unite upon the grand points of 
agreement. It was a mistake to suppose that Dissen- 
ters were excommunicated by the Church. Their 
excommunication was self-inflicted. 'T hey withdrew 
from the establishment in an honourable way, because 
they differed from her in opinion as to matters of Church 
order. In conclusion, the learned Doctor said, if he 
should not be spared to meet them again on earth, he 
prayed that he might be permitted to meet them around 
the throne of their common Saviour. He prayed them 
to remember the words, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved;” and then, when they 
should stand before the throne of God, and the question 
were asked, “‘ Who are these, and whence came they?” 
The reply would not be, this man comes from a Cathe- 
dral, and that man from a Chapel; but “ These are 
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they who have washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb.’ The learned Doctor 
resumed his seat amid loud and prolonged cheering. 

“The Rey. R. MonrcomeEry, Socinian minister, havi 
expressed a desire to address the meeting, and obtain 
the permission of the chairman to do so, said, he thought 
that many of the principles advanced that evening could 
not be contested by any man. He would give the 
fullest credit to Dr. Cumming for his very able and 
eloquent address, and would call him a Christian, 
although, said Mr. M., he says I am not. He (the 
speaker) was desirous to set himself right with regard 
to his appearance there that evening. When he saw 
the letter of the Chairman in the Somerset County 
Herald, calling attention to the meetings, he thought 
such a proceeding was injudicious. He believed that 
such discussions did infinite harm to the good feeling 
of a town, and he thought that those then present 
would leave the room with the sorrowful conviction 
that, in their results, these meetings were calculated to 
engender strife among fellow-religionists. He came 
forward, moreover, because he saw that Mr. Fanning 
was the weaker party, for he had opposed to him one 
practised in debate. Now he would put it to the meet- 
ing, by a show of hands, to say whether these discus- 
sions were not calculated to engender strife. (Not 
above 100 hands were held up, and on the opposite 
motion being put, by a person on the platform, at least 
600 were held up.) 

«©The Rev. R. Ray—Is Mr. Montgomery chairman of 
this meeting ? 

“© The CHarrMAN said, that no resolution had been 
moyed; there was therefore no question before the 
meeting upon which a show of hands could be taken. 

Mr. Monrcomery resumed—In the letter which he 
had written, because of the one put forth by the Chair- 
man, he had stated that he had come forward to second | 
the invitation which Mr. Wright and others had given 
to the inhabitants of this town to attend; and he was 
led to believe that resolutions would have been pro- 
posed; and his object was, that the inhabitants should 
come forward to oppose them. In conclusion, he would 
beg to ask Dr. Cumming one question; it was this, 
taking the authorized version of the Scriptures (for I 
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use that, and not the improved version), and reading 
them in the exercise of the judgment God has given 
me, if I come to a conclusion opposite to that at which 
you have arrived, am I therefore to be damned ? 

** Dr. Cumminc—I will reply to your question. Read- 
ing the Word of God in a spirit of dependence upon 
divine teaching, I have come to the conclusion that 
Socinianism is a deadly error; but upon you indivi- 
dually Iam not called upon to pronounce judgment. I 
am not your judge ; and, therefore, while I abhor your 
system, and implore you to escape from it, I leave you, 
as an individual, in the hands of One who will judge 
all things well. 

‘* Mr. Monreomery expressed himself satisfied with 
this reply, and resumed. his seat. 

“*We cannot refer to the very brief report which we 
have given, without adding our willing testimony to the 
admirable zeal and judgment which marked the whole of 
our distinguished visitor, Dr. Cumming’s, conduct on 
this interesting occasion; nor less so of his coadjutor, the 
Rev. R. P. Blakeney. Dr. C.’s calmness and patience, 
and his reference to incontrovertible documents, whch 
he presented to the meeting, in reply to the many inter- 
ruptions with which he had to contend from the Rev. 
Mr. Fanning, the Roman Catholic priest, and Mr. Henry 
Leigh and others, was most efficient. His exposure of the 
errors of the Church of Rome, the doctrines taught by her 
emissaries, now spreading the contagion of her supersti- 
tion and idolatries in our colonies, and throughout the 
world, with an activity worthy of a nobler cause, left 
us nothing to wish for, except that a sincere anda 
sound Protestantism would arouse itself to deeds of he- 
roism, like the Luthers and the Knoxes of by-gone days.” 

‘«Protestant parents, writes a clergymanfrom Taunton, 
“are now withdrawing their children from the Romish 
schools, and sending them to Protestant schools. The 
Romanists and Socinians both, have been deeply struck 
with the irresistible reasoning and the imperturbable 
temper and uninterrupted affection of the Protestant 
advocates; and there is no doubt, that never were 
meetings so eminently useful held in Somerset.” 
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*,* In our next there will be dn account of the remaining 
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